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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
The Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC) was initially created in 1987 to
administer the State Capital Improvement Program which was soon joined by the
Local Transportation Improvement Program. These programs, which run
concurrently, are solicited, scored and selected by 19 District Integrating
Committees according to each district’s schedule. In 2001, considering this
successful local project delivery model, enabling legislation gave the OPWC
additional responsibility for the administration of the Clean Ohio Conservation
Program in which applications are solicited, scored and selected by 19 Natural
Resource Assistance Councils (NRACs). Members of these 38 committees and
councils, the liaisons who serve them, and the OPWC staff make up a family of
nearly 590 professionals who work together to award about $320 million
annually in infrastructure and conservation projects combined. Hundreds of
recipients – local governments, various local bodies, and nonprofit organizations
– reap the benefits of safe roads and bridges, clean drinking water, restored
water supply, and environmental protection for Ohio’s residents, animals, plants
and birds.
We present to the public, the OPWC family, and our recipients a financial picture
and summary of our story more than three decades in the making. Thank you for
being a part of it!

INFRASTRUCTURE
State Capital and Local Transportation Improvement Programs
The OPWC administers two infrastructure programs side-by-side: the State
Capital Improvement Program (SCIP), a voter-approved bond program, and
the Local Transportation Improvement Program (LTIP), less than one penny of
the gas tax. Local governments apply to their respective district integrating
committee for grants and/or loans to make needed improvements to roads,
bridges and culverts, water supply, wastewater treatment, and storm water
collection. The committees, made up of various local officials, range in size
from 7 members in District 1 in Cuyahoga County to 30 members in District
15 in Southern Ohio. Committees, armed with their annual allocations, score
and rank projects according to pre-approved methodologies based on criteria
listed in statute. The funding recommendations and applications are passed
on to the Commission’s Director for final review and approval. On July 1 of
each year, project agreements are released for signature and funding
recipients begin their projects, requesting payment from OPWC to either
directly pay their consultants and contractors, or for reimbursement.
In addition to this annual cycle, the SCIP program maintains two set-aside
programs administered directly through OPWC. The Small Government
program allows select villages and rural townships less than 5,000 in
population a second chance for funding, if not funded through the district
process.
The Emergency Program assists communities with projects on a first come,
first serve basis to address infrastructure failures that pose an immediate
threat to health and safety.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 7/1/15-6/30/19
$1,183,029,610

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 7/1/15-6/30/19
$335,228,901

INFRASTRUCTURE
HIGHLIGHTS
Every $1 in OPWC funding is met
with $2.90 in local funding and
other sources.
In Fiscal Year 2019 (July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019),
this combined funding provided more than $814
million
in
infrastructure
improvements.
In
addition, many OPWC funded projects are part of
much larger infrastructure efforts to make overall
system enhancements, advancements, and changes
such as those to treatment and distribution
systems, stormwater collection, and roadway
corridors. Following are a few project highlights to
illustrate
how
OPWC
funds
help
Ohio’s
communities with examples of leveraging dollars
from our funding partners.

BUTLER/BELLVILLE WWTP
OPWC Project CP01U
Budget: $2 million
OPWC: $500,000 Grant
OEPA: $12,050,000
OWDA: $750,000
Engineer: K.E. McCartney & Associates
Contractor(s): Underground Utilities Inc. /
Mack Industries Inc.

village of butler, richland county
This project is an outstanding example of regionalization – a collaboration
between communities to share their resources to the benefit of their residents
and businesses by providing fewer water or wastewater facilities to serve larger
areas. The result is cost savings associated with building and operating a larger
facility versus several small ones which trickles down to reduced costs for
consumers, the ratepayers supporting the system. Although rate payers of both
villages have a bump up in their utility bills, the rate increases would have been
much higher if Butler and Bellville had pursued separate wastewater systems.
The result is one highly efficient facility replacing five local plants of which
three were under OEPA findings and orders for various violations including the
discharge of pollutants into the Clear Fork River, one of only two Ohio rivers
that support trout habitat.

MONUMENT SQUARE IMPROVEMENTS
OPWC Project CK24V/CK08V
Budget: $1.8 million
OPWC: $174,847 Grant / $404,600
Loan
ODOT: $945,522
City of Urbana: $270,000
Engineer: Burgess & Niple
Contractor(s): R.B. Jergens

City of Urbana, Champaign County
Monument Square District is a centrally located historical area in downtown
Urbana where residents and visitors come to dine, shop, and attend events and
attractions. Because of the very nature of this location it was necessary to
improve the operations of the roundabout for the safety of both motorists and
pedestrians. The overall fix, several years in the making resulting in several
phases, provides for a truck apron, center splitter islands, realigned right-turn
bypass lanes, and lane resurfacing. Before this work could get underway, it was
necessary to first replace the century-old water main which is where the OPWC
made its funding contribution.

CSO-002 ELIMINATION
OPWC Project CA01V/CA02V
Budget: $12.1 million
OPWC: $3 million Grant / $3.3 million loan
OEPA: $18,733,575
Engineer: City of Lakewood
Contractor: Kokosing Industrial, Inc.

city of lakewood, cuyahoga county
This project eliminates a Combined Sewer Overflow which straddles the Rocky
River. Combined Sewer Systems are designed to collect stormwater and
wastewater in a single pipe for transport and treatment at a wastewater
treatment plant followed by discharge to a body of water. The system works
unless heavy rainfall or snow melt which causes the treatment plant to exceed
its capacity. CSO-002 activates about 40 times a year dumping an average of
nearly 29 million gallons a year of raw sewage into Lake Erie. A new High Rate
Treatment Facility, once completed, will eliminate CSO flows and provide
treatment through a ballasted flocculation process with UV disinfection prior to
release to Lake Erie resulting in cleaner, healthier drinking water, beaches and
aquatic life.

WASHINGTON ROAD SAFETY UPGRADE
OPWC Project CI46V/CI47V
Budget: $318,580
OPWC: $216,889 Grant / $18,859 Loan
Local: $82,831
Engineer: Burgess & Niple
Contractor: Erie Blacktop Inc.

ridgefield township, huron county
Keeping up with infrastructure needs is a major financial burden for local
governments. There are limited financial options for roads and bridges and
limited ability for local governments to raise revenues. Many OPWC projects are
financially shared solely between the OPWC and the local government. This
project may be considered typical, but it is necessary and important for
providing safe travel by residents and traveling motorists. This project provided
for full-depth base repairs, and intermediate and surface course asphalt
overlays.

LAKEVIEW DRIVE
OPWC Project CU19W
Budget: $1.85 million
OPWC: $253,647 Grant
ODOT: $208,853
ODPS (OEMA): $1,387,500
Engineer: Trumbull County Engineer /
ms consultants inc.
Contractor: JET Excavating Company

Kinsman township, trumbull county
On July 20, 2019, a morning storm produced nearly eight inches of rain in a
short period creating devastating damage to infrastructure and homes. The
rushing floodwaters caused an earthen dam road to fail, taking away 100 feet of
roadway and nearly 1,000 feet of guardrail thereby leaving about 25 homes
stranded. The best solution was determined to be the installation of a twin 96inch diameter culvert and full-height headwall structure to carry Stratton Creek
under Lakeview Drive, restoration of the embankment, and reconstruction of the
roadway. This work had to take place quickly to reconnect the roadway to the
Lakeview area neighborhood. The OPWC Emergency Fund was nearly depleted,
but the Commission pulled its remaining resources to assist with this effort.

CLEAN OHIO
green space conservation program
The Clean Ohio Green Space Conservation Program is dedicated
to environmental conservation including acquisition of green
space and the protection and enhancement of river and stream
corridors. Grant recipients agree to maintain the properties in
perpetuity so that they can be enjoyed and cherished for
generations to come. In 2000, Ohio’s citizens voted to approve
the Clean Ohio Fund, and in 2008, subsequently approving
additional funding using debt capacity freed up from previously
issued bonds. In total, Ohio’s 19 Natural Resource Assistance
Councils (NRACs) receive $37.5 million annually to provide
grants, up to 75% of the project cost, to local political
subdivisions and nonprofit organizations on a competitive basis.
The NRACs, regional bodies consisting of 11 members each
representing local governments, and conservation and planning
interests, evaluate and score applications using a pre-approved
locally developed prioritization and selection methodology
based on statutory criteria. NRAC selections, reflecting regional
priorities, are submitted to the OPWC for final approval and
release of a formal agreement. As with the infrastructure
program, the Commission staff maintain ongoing contact with
the fund recipients, providing technical assistance through the
project’s completion.

CLEAN OHIO HIGHLIGHTS
Since the program’s inception, the Clean Ohio Green Space Conservation program has funded
nearly 1,300 projects, protecting 175,000 acres and countless linear feet of stream. Projects
run the gamut from protection of scarce habitat, including rare and threatened species;
addressing water quality through the protection and preservation of headwater streams,
rivers and lakes; provision of greenspace in highly developed areas and those of low income;
restoring blighted natural spaces and sensitive ecological areas; and providing safe areas for
fishing, hunting, and trapping in an ecologically balanced manner. Here are just a few
projects that OPWC has proudly contributed to serving as just one partner in the effort to
keep Ohio beautiful by improving and protecting our environment.

coshocton forest, coshocton county
Funding $4,000,0000 - Muskingum Watershed
Conservancy District. The Conservation Fund’s
largest award to date is for 1,825 acres of highquality forested property, consisting of an impressive
mix of hardwoods, rock outcroppings, interspersed
ponds, lakes and vernal wetland complexes. The
reclaimed strip-mined land augments ODNR’s efforts
to preserve AEP ReCreation Land in eastern Ohio,
forever protecting wildlife and maintaining a
significant area for recreational use. Coshocton
County is one of the top draws in the Midwest for
deer hunters, attracting hunters from across the
county, an economic boost for the county and state.

valley view, summit county
Funding $1,149,726 - Summit Metro Parks. Due to
oversupply and under demand, golf courses have been
closing in large numbers across the nation. What to do?
Communities see the benefit of keeping the land
undeveloped and environmentalists see an opportunity
for wetland and meadow restoration, providing habit
for birds, animals and aquatic life. Valley View is just
one example of a Clean Ohio golf course restoration
project. Considering its location, this project is uniquely
situated to improve water quality to the Cuyahoga
River by restoring floodplain, revealing the streams and
wetlands covered up to make the course.

BEFORE

DURING

CLEAN OHIO HIGHLIGHTS
howard marsh, lucas county
Funding $1,747,040 - Metroparks Toledo. This
1,000-acre phase of a multi-phase project with
numerous partners is one of the largest efforts along
the Great Lakes to restore property to a functioning
wetland near the Lake Erie shore. With the inclusion
of this site, Clean Ohio Conservation funds have
assisted in the preservation of more than 2,800 acres
of Lake Erie shore, marshland, and wetlands serving
to filter run-off pollution, and provide critical habitat
for fish spawning and a variety of migratory and nonmigratory birds.

shale hollow preserve, delaware county
Funding $486,000 - Preservation Parks of Delaware
County. This expansion to Shale Hollow, named for
the curve in the tributary to the Olentangy State
Scenic River running through the park, is dotted
with remnants of concretions, round rock
formations, in the creek and is surrounded by 20- to
40-foot tall shale cliffs. There are waterfalls, too,
and a host of spring wild flowers, birds, animals,
and amphibians.

morgana bluffs preserve, cuyahoga county

AFTER

Funding $297,790 - City of Cleveland. This 4-acre
urban land lab, created on a former vacant
industrial site situated between the Boys & Girls
Club and a STEM elementary school, is now a
vibrant community asset serving multiple
purposes. Various partners came together to make
a neighborhood investment to give children
access to nature, provide a science learning tool,
enhance biodiversity, and improve water quality.
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